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Research Ecologist/Landscape Ecologist
GS-0408 12/13

United States Forest Service
Southern Research Station 
Forest Inventory & Analysis (FIA) 

Response Due: July 6, 2022

Summary of Our Mission: This position is under the oversight of the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) unit of the Southern Research Station. The McSweeney/McNary Forestry Research Act of 1928 established FIA by directing the Secretary of Agriculture to make and keep current a comprehensive inventory and analysis of the Nation’s forest resources. Nationally speaking, FIA is a comprehensive field-based inventory of all forest ownerships for each of the 50 states, affiliated Pacific Islands, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands and we conduct extensive collaborative research to develop and use the latest technology in remote sensing and field measurement. Currently, we collaborate with more than 550 federal, state, universities, and other professional staff to efficiently deliver the FIA program. We provide public access to current and historic resource data through online tools with more than 100,000 data accesses annually. For a more comprehensive look at the national FIA program, you can go to the following website: https://www.fia.fs.fed.us/.
About the Position: The U.S. Forest Service, Southern Research Station, Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program will soon be advertising for a full time Research Ecologist/Landscape Ecologist to be located in Knoxville, TN. The selected candidate will be expected to develop a scholarly research program aimed at improved monitoring and reporting of forest disturbance and its effects on ecosystem services across the southern U.S. Basic research will focus on the use of advanced remote sensing, image processing and multivariate statistical techniques to estimate, interpolate and predict forest disturbance impacts and associated recovery rates over broad geographic regions. The selected candidate will also:
· Integrate remotely sensed observations with FIA field measurements to improve understanding of disturbance effects on forest productivity, species composition, biodiversity and other natural resource indicators. 
· Manage and analyze large data sets in a secure and organized manner using state-of-the-art high performance computing systems such as Google Earth Engine (GEE) and NASA’s earth exchange (NEX). 
· Use advanced statistical techniques such as multivariate ordination, non-parametric ensemble classification, imputation and non-linear modeling to estimate forest parameters and to elucidate relationships between satellite time series, photo-interpreted observations and FIA field measurements. 
· Create maps and other spatial data products for FIA clients and for use in FIA state and national reports.    
· Serve as a member of FIA’s rapid hurricane damage assessment team. 
Qualification Requirements: Those who are interested must meet the qualification requirements for the GS-0408 series that is covered by the Professional and Scientific Positions standards. The OPM Qualification Standards Handbook Manual is available for review at any federal personnel office OR on the Internet at: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/#url=Overview.
How To Respond: Those interested are strongly encouraged to respond to the electronic outreach database at: https://fsoutreach.gdcii.com/?id=1C1F8F1C9D2B44B497BAF945ADE76C5C. Once the position is advertised, all responders who provide an email address will automatically receive the link to this position at www.usajobs.gov.
Additional Information: Please contact Todd Schroeder, Southern Research Station, Forest Inventory and Analysis Program at 865-862-2034 or todd.schroeder@usda.gov if you have any questions regarding this position.
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