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COSPAR-22-TGCSS.1: SMALL SPACECRAFT - BIG SCIENCE

Description

The Committee on Space Research (COSPAR) has had a long history of bringing the nations of the
world together to undertake creative space endeavors. In 2017, COSPAR assembled a group of
researchers, managers, and policy makers to examine the question of how small satellites might be
used to advance technology, science research, and space applications. The two-year COSPAR study
led to a scientific roadmap that gave specific guidance concerning small spacecraft utilization. These
recommendations were directed to the science community, to the space industry, to various space
agencies, and broadly to policy makers around the world. Ultimately, the study team recommended
that COSPAR take the next logical step and lay out goals, rules, and a viable approach for
international smallsat research. In 2019, COSPAR established a Task Group on the Establishment of a
Constellation of Small Satellites (TGCSS). COSPAR intends to facilitate a process whereby
international teams can come together to define science goals and rules for a modular, international
small satellite constellation. The role of COSPAR is one of an honest broker, coordinating not
funding. The results of an international effort to build small satellite constellations would be valuable
for all participants and would be more valuable than the individual parts. This session will focus on
research results growing out of the TGCSS activity.
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