Recommended changes to the “Revised Draft Statement (13 OCT 2004) of the Bachelor’s Degree in Atmospheric Science
Prepared by

Department chairs from the following Four-year comprehensive non-Ph.D. granting institutions

Millersville University



Plymouth State University

Lyndon State College



U.S. Naval Academy

SUNY Brockport




University of Northern Colorado
SUNY Oswego




Saint Cloud State University
Recommended Changes

Page 2: 

Section 2: Attributes of bachelor’s degree programs, 

Part a: General objectives
Change to read…

The objectives of a bachelor’s degree program in atmospheric sciences should include strong preparation for…

1) a successful career in atmospheric science or a closely related field through a combination of in-depth education, and through the development of a range of relevant professional skills, and

2) graduate study in atmospheric and related sciences through in-depth education and focus on critical thinking, problem solving, reasoning, and analytical and other scientific skills.

Pages 3: 

Section 2: Attributes of bachelor’s degree programs, 

Part b: Course offerings
Change Part b heading to read… Course offerings and demonstrated competency 
1) Change to… “at least 27 semester hours”…

1) Combine bullets 4 and 5 and Change 5th bullet to…

· “6 total semester hours in applied/specialty meteorology topics from the following:”

· air pollution meteorology, agricultural meteorology, hydrology or hydrometeorology, weather forecasting techniques, applied climatology, tropical meteorology, boundary layer meteorology or micrometeorology, physical oceanography, advanced dynamics, aviation meteorology, or broadcast meteorology.

1) Add second subcategory under the 5th bullet to read…

· “3 semester capstone experience in the form of…
· an internship focused on a career in atmospheric or a closely related field;

· an undergraduate research project; or

· capstone course

Page 3: Numbers 2-5 remain unchanged.


Page 3-4: Encapsulate 6-9 into the following statement:
6) “Course work or demonstrated competency in the following areas:”

· Computer science or information technology appropriate for physical science majors, including a course that teaches scientific, structured programming skills. [Note: FORTRAN continues to be the preferred programming language for developing many atmospheric science applications and in numerical models]

· Statistics appropriate for physical science majors

· Technical, scientific, or professional writing and oral communication


Page 4, Paragraph 3 starting with, “The use of computers and numerical…”

Keep first two sentences; eliminate everything starting with “Numerical weather prediction…” since it is now redundant with changes above.
