Methane to Markets Intern Position
Background

The Methane to Markets Partnership is an international Partnership designed to promote cost-effective, near-term methane recovery through collaboration between developed and developing countries in coordination with the private sector, multilateral development banks, and other relevant non-governmental organizations.  By promoting methane recovery and use projects the Partnership is expected to increase energy security, enhance economic growth, improve environmental quality, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout the world. The Methane to Markets Partnership initially targets three major methane sources: landfills, underground coal mines, and natural gas and oil systems. 

Countries that have joined the Partnership include:  Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Ecuador, India, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and the United States.  
The Environmental Protection Agency is the lead agency for the US government on this initiative.  As the lead, EPA coordinates extensively with other involved agencies such as including the Department of State, Department of Energy, U.S. Trade and Development Agency, and U.S. Agency for International Development.  The EPA has agreed to act as the Methane to Markets Secretariat for the next two years.  The Secretariat is responsible for facilitating communication among members, planning Methane to Markets Subcommittee and Steering Committee meetings, and developing outreach and communication materials for the Partnership. The Methane to Markets Secretariat is housed in the Climate Change Division, Office of Atmospheric Programs/Office of Air and Radiation.  
 Methane to Markets Intern Position
The intern will support the work of the Methane to Markets Secretariat and assist in coordination among US government agencies.  The intern will receive training in the following areas, but not to be limited to:
· Facilitating communication and outreach activities among partners and the public;
· Preparing materials and briefings for agency, inter-agency, and international meetings;

· Maintaining contact databases; 

· Assisting developing/maintaining websites;
· Serving as an information clearinghouse; and 

· Facilitating/supporting M2M subcommittee activities.
· Communicating with international Partners on a variety of issues

Benefits of Internship:  The intern will have the opportunity to develop in-depth knowledge of the U.S. national voluntary methane programs and the international Methane to Markets Partnership Program.  Through this work the intern will enhance research and writing skills, and make contacts with both national and international environmental and industry professionals and learn about voluntary federal programs on climate change. The small size of the Secretariat ensures that the intern will play an important role and will be exposed to a variety of different tasks and learning opportunities. 

Qualifications:   Candidates must have excellent verbal and written communication skills, excellent interpersonal skills, and have a strong interest in the environment.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The candidate must be computer proficient (software: WordPerfect, Word, Powerpoint, and Microsoft Excel). An understanding of environmental policy making and government is a plus. Additionally, ability to speak a foreign language is considered an asset.  Eligible majors include public policy, political science, environmental studies or environmental science, communications or other related areas.  Candidate should be in college, in a masters program or have recently completed their degree
Availability:  Spring/Summer 2006.  The candidate should be available to work at least three days per week and ideally full time. 
Web:   http://www.methanetomarkets.org
For more information, contact:

Kevin Rosseel

Methane to Markets Partnership

Washington, DC

rosseel.kevin@epa.gov

