Senior Staff Associate 
The International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI: http://iri.columbia.edu) in Palisades, New York is seeking a Senior Staff Associate to analyze scientific research information and data for selected IRI research projects with a focus on agriculture projects located in the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) region. The SSA will also help to implement scientific research projects located in the LAC region, ensuring that that scientific research papers, presentations, interim and final reports activities are written and submitted in a timely manner. The SSA will contribute to new scientific research concepts and/or proposals as directed and will work with minimal supervision. 

The position involves use of climate information for agricultural decision-making. As such, a good knowledge of agricultural decision-making tools, including crop models such as DSSAT and AQUACROP, and of climate data, forecasts, and monitoring techniques is required. Ability to manage and manipulate a range of different kinds of data is also required. Because the position requires interacting with a range of partners in Latin America and the Caribbean, the capacity to read, write, and speak Spanish and/or Portuguese is preferred. The SSA will also engage in project management activities, including coordination of project teams, tracking project deliverables, and writing project reports. 

Requirements: 

Bachelor’s and 8 years of experience in research or research support, or Master’s degree and 4 years of experience in research or research support. Degree in agricultural sciences preferred. Demonstrated ability to run and understand crop models and a familiarity with climate information. Demonstrated ability to take initiative and work independently with attention to detail required.  Experience in scientific data analysis systems such as IRI data library, GIS, and statistical packages preferred; familiarity with Office Word, Excel, and PowerPoint required.  The SSA must be able to engage scientific researchers and technical professionals in international settings, both academic and non-academic. Travel will be required, including representing the IRI in the LAC region. Fluency in written and spoken English required; working knowledge of written and spoken Spanish and/or Portuguese preferred.
Search will stay open for 30 days after the ad appears and will continue until the job is filled.  Please visit our online application site at 

https://academicjobs.columbia.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=58488 for further information about this position and to submit your application.  
Annual salary will be commensurate with experience. 
Columbia University benefits afforded with this Officer of Research position. 
Columbia University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer. 

We only accept online applications.
The IRI is a catalyst for the creation and provision of science-based outcomes that address climate risk.   Our approach is based on collaborative partnerships with local, national, regional, international, public and private institutions facilitating the open exchange of ideas, information, and technology between many disciplines and regions.   
